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Mr. Speaker, on behalf of us all, I extend 

my sincere appreciation to Fire Chief Rob 
Dahlman for his fine service to our community 
and our country. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DICK BARELLI 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 4, 2005 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Dean Richard (Dick) Barelli, 
a dedicated public servant who passed away 
on October 1st, 2004. He was a valuable 
member of the Monterey Bay community and 
will be sorely missed by all who had the pleas-
ure of knowing him. 

Dick Barelli was born in Hammond, Indiana 
on February 25, 1937 to Dean and Anne 
Barelli. After graduating from Notre Dame Uni-
versity, Dick served as a 1st Lieutenant in the 
United States Army at Monterey County’s own 
Fort Ord. Dick then earned his law degree 
from the University of California, Hastings Col-
lege of Law, and in 1970 moved to Monterey 
to become one of the first Monterey County 
Assistant Public Defenders. He went into pri-
vate practice, and was a founding member of 
the Monterey College of Law in 1972. Dick 
was appointed Superior Court Judge of Mon-
terey County in 1977, where he served for five 
years. Although Dick retired in 1982 he has 
served as Deputy County Counsel for the past 
nine years, and was actively involved in the 
Monterey County Bar Association, where he 
served as President. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud Dean Barelli’s many 
accomplishments, and I commend him for his 
lifelong dedication to his community and 
friends. I knew Dean Barelli during my time as 
a Monterey County supervisor, and was deep-
ly saddened to hear of his passing. I join the 
Monterey Bay community, his friends and his 
family in honoring this truly admirable man for 
all of his lifelong achievements. 
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INTRODUCTION OF NATIONAL 
SECURITY LANGUAGE ACT 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 4, 2005 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, we can no longer 
keep our nation safe if we do not commit our-
selves to learning the languages and cultures 
of critical areas around the world. The security 
of our troops overseas and the American peo-
ple here at home demand that we act quickly 
to eliminate the severe shortage of critical 
need language professionals in this country. 
While the last Congress has taken some 
steps, we have not done enough. 

That’s why I rise today to introduce legisla-
tion, the National Security Language Act, 
which would significantly expand our invest-
ment in foreign language education on the pri-
mary, secondary, and post-secondary level. 

Al Qaeda operates in over 75 countries, 
where hundreds of languages and dialects are 
spoken. However, 99 percent of American 
high school, college and university programs 
concentrate on a dozen (mostly European) 

languages. In fact, more college students cur-
rently study Ancient Greek (20,858) than Ara-
bic (10,596), Korean (5,211), Persian (1,117), 
and Pashto (14) put together. We need to do 
more to make sure that America has the lan-
guage professionals necessary to defend our 
national security. This cannot be done over-
night. We are already years overdue. 

The 911 Congressional Joint Inquiry reports 
our intelligence community is at 30 percent 
readiness in languages critical to national se-
curity. Despite this alarming statistic, we do 
not appear to be taking the necessary aggres-
sive action to address this problem. Various 
agencies are making efforts to hire more lin-
guists. When I asked a panel of intelligence 
experts at a recent Intelligence hearing what 
the federal, government is doing to increase 
the pool of critical need language profes-
sionals from which they hire these linguists, 
they answered with silence. Two years after 
the events of September 11, we are still failing 
to address one the most fundamental security 
problems facing this nation. 

Changing our recruiting methods alone will 
not solve the problem. To meet new security 
needs, we need to create a new domestic 
pool of foreign language experts and we can 
only do that by investing in the classroom. 

The National Security Language Act would 
expand federal investment in education in for-
eign languages of critical need, such as Ara-
bic, Persian, Korean, Pashto, and Chinese. 
Specifically, my bill would provide loan forgive-
ness of up to $10,000 for university students 
who major in a critical need foreign language 
and then take a job either in the federal work-
force or as a language teacher. It would pro-
vide new grants to American universities to 
establish intensive in-country language study 
programs and to develop programs that en-
courage students to pursue advanced science 
and technology studies in a foreign language. 

My bill would also establish grants for for-
eign language partnerships between local 
school districts and foreign language depart-
ments at institutions of higher education. And 
it would authorize a national study to identify 
heritage communities here in the United 
States with native speakers of critical foreign 
languages and make them targets of a federal 
marketing campaign encouraging students to 
pursue degrees in those languages. 

Just as the National Defense Education Act 
of 1958 created a generation of scientists, en-
gineers, and Russian linguists to confront the 
enemy of that time, the National Security Lan-
guage Act will give us a generation of Ameri-
cans able to confront the new threats we face 
today. 
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RECOGNIZING MR. JOE 
GOVERNALE 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 4, 2005 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to a great gentleman who has devoted 
a majority of his life to civil service—Joe 
Governale, who is retiring as Postmaster of 
Covina. 

Born in Chicago, Mr. Governale received a 
Masters Degree in Psychology from Cal State 
Fullerton. Married to wife Judy, and proud fa-

ther of two children, Mr. Governale was first 
employed in the Postal Service in 1964. 

While on leave from the Postal Service, Mr. 
Governale was in the U.S. Navy as a Corps-
man from 1966 to 1970. Mr. Governale served 
on the cruiser USS Canabera and then with 
the Marines during the Vietnam War. 

After returning from Vietnam to his clerk job 
at the Covina Post Office, Mr. Governale 
found a new post office had been built while 
he was gone and within it, he found a new 
home. Within two years, Mr. Governale moved 
into management and was appointed to the 
position of Director of Human Resources in 
1982. Mr. Governale was selected as the 
Postmaster of Baldwin Park in 1986, and is 
the longest serving Postmaster in the history 
of Covina. Mr. Governale also received his 
teaching credentials and has taught postal op-
erations for many years to new supervisors. 

Mr. Governale is a fan of the Chicago Bears 
and the White Sox, and his hobbies include 
video poker and reading. Mr. Governale plans 
to retire in Laughlin, Nevada, so he can enjoy 
time with his family. 

Mr. Governale is a wonderful example of a 
person who dedicated his life to civil service. 
I am proud to recognize Mr. Joe Governale 
and his many years of work as a civil servant 
as he retires as Postmaster of Covina. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE LATE MRS. 
MABEL YAP 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 4, 2005 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
deep sorrow that I rise to pay this tribute to 
the late Mrs. Mabel Yap. She was one of 
Miami-Dade County’s matriarchs who contrib-
uted immense good to our community. 

Mrs. Yap’s passing on December 27, 2004 
leaves a deep void, especially for those of us 
who have known her quiet and dignified spirit 
in urging her children and grandchildren to ad-
vance the common good of our beloved com-
munity in an unselfish manner. The funeral 
Mass to celebrate her life is being held today, 
Tuesday, January 4, 2005, beginning at 2:00 
p.m. at St. Louis Catholic Church, and will be 
followed by her interment at Woodlawn Ceme-
tery in South Miami. 

She was the loving and devoted wife of Mr. 
Patrick Yap and the mother of eight children, 
21 grandchildren and 18 great-grandchildren. 
Mrs. Yap symbolized the dutiful mother whose 
home offered sanctuary and solace to all 
those who sought her help. Her nurturing spirit 
and perseverance amidst overwhelming odds 
transformed her into a matron of love and car-
ing for all those who came to her seeking her 
advice on a myriad of things. Buttressed by 
her unflinching faith and her willingness to pay 
the price, she went about doing good, espe-
cially on behalf of the less fortunate. 

Though a highly private individual, the late 
Mabel Yap consecrated her life to raising a 
family of achievers, and has been a resilient 
voice in articulating the need for responding to 
the plight of our community’s immigrants. In so 
doing she symbolized all that is good and 
noble about the American spirit of idealism 
and optimism, and she worked long and hard 
in hopes that our nation truly become a land 
of opportunity for all. 
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This is the legacy Mrs. Mabel Yap be-

queathed to us. Indeed, I am privileged to 
have been touched by the magnificent con-
tributions she has made to our community 
through her family. I now join our community 
in thanks for her grace and for her noble and 
giving presence during her time with us. 

f 

THE ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION EN-
FORCEMENT AND SOCIAL SECU-
RITY PROTECTION ACT OF 2005 

HON. DAVID DREIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 4, 2005 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, the past several 
months have seen an almost unprecedented 
focus in this body on the extremely important 
issue of homeland security. Just a few weeks 
ago, we passed the National Intelligence Re-
form Act, a landmark piece of legislation to 
overhaul our intelligence agencies. But, as I 
noted at that time, the bill unfortunately did not 
go far enough in addressing the major security 
vulnerability presented by the porous nature of 
our borders. 

So as we continue to address the issue of 
border security, I am proud to be an original 
co-sponsor of Chairman SENSENBRENNER’s 
legislation to complete the San Diego border 
fence, and ensure that illegal immigrants are 
unable to receive drivers’ licenses, something, 
I might add, already prohibited in my home 
state of California. 

But in addition to these important steps that 
will soon be taken, I rise to ask for the support 
of my colleagues for an illegal immigration 
control plan that I am pleased to introduce 
today. The plan is the brainchild of T.J. 
Bonner, the President of the National Border 
Patrol Council, and a 26-year veteran of the 
Border Patrol who still serves with them today. 
T.J. believes that our proposal will eliminate 
up to 98 percent of the illegal border crossings 
into the United States. 

T.J. and I share the belief that for any pro-
posal to stop illegal immigration to be suc-
cessful, it must get at the root cause of what 
attracts illegal immigrants to our country—and 
that is the lure of economic opportunity and 
the ease with which illegal workers can find 
jobs. Under the Bonner Plan, we will dramati-
cally increase the enforcement of laws which 
prohibit American businesses from employing 
illegal immigrants. Regrettably, too many em-
ployers have been unwilling to comply with the 
law. The growing availability of counterfeit 
identity documents has also undermined the 
current system because employers are in-
creasingly unable to establish the authenticity 
of documents presented by job applicants. 

Our legislation adds new features to the So-
cial Security card to deter counterfeiting and 
make it easier for employers to determine 
whether a card is genuine by including a 
digitized photo of the cardholder on the card. 
The improved Social Security card will also be 
encoded with a unique electronic encryption 
code to allow employers to verify each pro-
spective applicant’s work eligibility status prior 
to hiring, through either an electronic card- 
reader or a toll-free telephone number. Em-
ployers will face stiff federal fines of $50,000 
and up to 5 years in prison if they hire an ille-
gal immigrant or choose not to verify a pro-

spective employee’s work eligibility. The em-
ployer would also be required to reimburse the 
government for the cost of deporting the illegal 
immigrant. 

With the improved Social Security card and 
national verification system, employers will 
have no excuse for hiring illegal immigrants. 
By eliminating the supply of jobs for illegal 
workers, we will end the incentive for illegal 
immigrants to enter the United States because 
they will know that they will be unable to make 
a living here. 

Legal workers will only need to update their 
Social Security card once, to have their photo 
placed on the card and for other long-overdue 
anti-fraud measures to be applied. A worker 
would only need the updated Social Security 
card when applying for a new job. I want to 
make it very, very clear that this proposal 
does not represent the creation of a national 
identification card. This bill strictly prohibits the 
use of the Social Security card as a national 
ID card, and stipulates that the card not be re-
quired to be routinely carried on one’s person. 
Social Security cards are often already re-
quired to be provided to new employers; the 
changes we are proposing to the Social Secu-
rity card take us no further down the road of 
creating a national ID card. 

Finally, the Bonner Plan also puts teeth into 
the new enforcement procedures by calling for 
the addition of 10,000 new Homeland Security 
officers whose sole responsibility will be to en-
force employer compliance with the law. 
These new agents will free up the rest of the 
Border Patrol to exclusively focus on border 
enforcement and terrorism prevention. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not stand here today to 
tell the rest of the world that we intend to limit 
opportunities for the American dream to be ful-
filled. But if foreign nationals wish to come to 
the United States, they must, as Governor 
Schwarzenegger said, ‘‘play by the rules,’’ and 
we must make clear that there will be no eco-
nomic opportunity for anyone who enters this 
country illegally. I look forward to continuing to 
work with my colleagues in this effort, and 
hope they will consider joining me as we take 
action on this vital national security priority. 
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ENSURING COLLEGE ACCESS FOR 
ALL AMERICANS ACT 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 4, 2005 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, since 1973, the 
Pell Grant program has been the backbone of 
making higher education affordable in the 
United States, with more than five million stu-
dents receiving nearly 13 billion dollars in aid 
this year alone. Unfortunately, President Bush 
recently made a change to student aid policy 
that will cut more than $300 million in federal 
scholarships to low- and moderate-income col-
lege students for the 2005–06 school year. As 
a result, 1.3 million students will have their 
Pell Grant scholarships either reduced or 
eliminated. 

Current law allows students and their fami-
lies to deduct state and local taxes when cal-
culating how much income they have available 
to pay for the cost of higher education. This 
recent Bush update changes the way families 
calculate these deductions, and as a result, 

1.3 million students will have their Pell schol-
arships reduced or eliminated. In essence, the 
change would make it appear that families 
have more money available to pay for tuition, 
decreasing the amount of Federal student aid, 
as well as other need-based aid for which 
families are eligible. 

This is why I am introducing legislation 
along with Representative TIM BISHOP to re-
verse the $300 million Pell scholarship cut. 
Specifically, our bill would prevent any student 
from having his or her federal Pell Grant eligi-
bility amount reduced as a result of the recent 
changes to student aid. This would enable the 
Department of Education to fine tune the eligi-
bility calculation without hurting students and 
families who rely on these scholarships to pay 
for college. 

Today, education is more important than 
ever to solving the most pressing problems of 
our communities and the country. We must do 
everything possible to help American students 
attend college. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACTIVITIES OF 
MRS. RUTH WILLNER 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 4, 2005 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to rec-
ognize an extremely active and dedicated 
woman, Mrs. Ruth Willner for her contributions 
to the Monterey Park Democratic Club. In ad-
dition to working and raising two children, Mrs. 
Willner has still found the time to be very in-
volved in her community. 

Many groups in the Los Angeles area are 
fortunate to count Mrs. Willner as one of their 
members. However, the time that she has 
contributed to the Monterey Park Democratic 
Club is especially remarkable. Mrs. Willner 
has been a Monterey Park Democratic Club 
member for nearly 40 years. 

In addition to being a member she also as-
sumed the role of the club’s Newsletter Editor 
and has held that position for the past 20 
years. For the past two decades, she has 
served as the newsletter’s only reporter, writer 
and editor. Her work played an integral role in 
keeping members up to date and in touch. 

In December, Mrs. Willner produced her last 
newsletter for the club and retired as the 
Newsletter Editor. Although she will relinquish 
her position, her hard work and devotion will 
not be forgotten. Her commitment and drive is 
an inspiration to us all. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RAMON BUTLER AND 
COREY JONES 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 4, 2005 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute to a pair of heroes whose courage 
has served as an inspiration to many in South 
Florida during this past holiday season. 

Shortly after 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 22, 2004, an unattended candle sparked a 
flame that engulfed a home in the City of 
Miami Gardens, FL; fourteen-year-old Ramon 
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